Students should utilize and cite at least twooutside academic/peer-reviewed sources(preferably a journal article or professional periodical).Do not rely exclusively on information garnered from websites or mainstream media sources.
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Here is your mini-paper topic:
The Age of Enlightenment marked a major turning point for the field of Criminology.  Prior to the Age of Enlightenment, most theories of crime focused on supernatural or spiritual theories (e.g., "The devil made them do it").  Theorists that gained prominence during the Age of Enlightenment argued that individuals are rational and make decisions regarding their behavior, breaking from the belief that criminal behavior is caused by demons or supernatural forces.  One of the most prominent enlightenment-era criminology scholars was Cesare Beccaria, who argued that individuals have free will and freely choose to commit offenses.  Widespread acceptance of Beccaria's Classical School of thought led to the establishment of the deterrence theory of reducing offender behavior.  The theory is based on the belief that we can deter individuals from engaging in criminal behavior since they actively choose to engage in wrongdoing.  As deterrence theory became more and more accepted, societies began emphasizing punishment of offenders via formal sanctions.
Your assignment:
Use commonly available Internet search engines to identify a criminal incident that took place within the last five years. Focus on a case that you find particularly interesting.  Do not utilize an incident that you have previously referenced in the Blackboard discussion areas.  Address the following topic in your mini paper.
Assume the role of a theorist who embraces Beccaria's Classical School of thought who has been tasked with advising public officials responsible for responding to the crime.  How would you explain the offender's motive to the public officials?  How would you suggest they proceed?  What factors do they need to consider when formulating an effective game plan?
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